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KUIVATO GLASS GALLERY CELEBRATES

30 YEARS AT TLAQUEPAQUE

The Red Rock News will be featuring artist/owners who will be recognized in June at Tlaquepaque’s 30th anniversary celebration.

Deanne Sabeck remembers the family atmosphere in Tlaquepaque when the stores first opened in 1973. But even before that, she had envisioned her business in a dream.


“When Tlaquepaque was being built, I had a dream at the time, about the big Sycamore grove, being turned into an artist’s village. It was really like a fantasy and I knew I would want to have a shop there,” she said.


In 1973, Sabeck and her husband, Will Hardwick, originally opened within Environmental Realists shop. “We didn’t have any money, so we set up a studio and sold little things, until we could afford our own shop.”


As the business grew, Sabeck started adding glass from other artists. 


“In the beginning, Tlaquepaque was very different. There were only a few of us and there would be days when not one person would come by the shop. Some afternoons we would close early and go to the creek. We (the other artists/owners) were like one big family. We raised our kids together. Our kids would take the bus “home” to Tlaquepaque after school. We had all come from some place else, we were all struggling artists in one way or another. It wasn’t about money then—that wasn’t the goal. It was a way of doing your art and living.”


Originally, Sabeck and Hardwick worked out of a studio built into their shop at Tlaquepaque. About three years after opening, Sabeck opened a separate studio in Cornville. She now works from her studio in Encinitas, CA, and sells large, architectural stained glass that is commissioned and installed in specific sites. She said her exposure through her shop at Tlaquepaque “gave me a certain amount of clout and credibility and visibility.”

Today, Kuivato is managed by Sabeck’s daughter, Nicole Hardwick, and sells contemporary art glass, interior accessories and art-to-wear jewelry. “Now things are much more professional,” she added. “There’s not quite such a close knit group of people, it’s more of a business. But the main thing to focus on is that with all of the changes, the soul of Tlaquepaque never changes—it has always retained its original magic. The whole ambiance of the place is different than any other place I’ve been. It’s a serene beauty and it has its own soul. Abe (Miller, the founder/developer) did it as such a labor of love and it really wasn’t a commercial adventure. It didn’t begin as that—its soul did not grow out of a commercial venture. That’s why it’s different. It’s not just a commercial storefront. It is a unique, village-like atmosphere that people come to find unique kinds of pieces of art and accessories.”

Many of the other artists who have work represented at Kuivato have also been there for more than 25 years. “We buy very carefully and have carried many of the artists for 25 years and helped develop their careers,” she said. “Every year we try to find some new artist so there’s some kind of fresh new work in there, even though the other artists we carry do new work all the time.”

Tlaquepaque, “The Art and Soul of Sedona for 30 years”, will celebrate its 30-year anniversary June 20-22 with a community cook-out, gallery openings, special store activities and artist demonstrations. CD screensavers with images of Tlaquepaque will be given out with purchases over the weekend, and a new book on the “Spirit, Beauty and Life” of Tlaquepaque, by Hoyt and Tom Johnson, will be launched, with book signings at the Storyteller shop. 
For more information, please contact Tlaquepaque at (928) 282-4838 or www.tlaq.com.
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ESTEBAN’S CELEBRATES

30 YEARS AT TLAQUEPAQUE

The Red Rock News will be featuring artist/owners who will be recognized in June at Tlaquepaque’s 30th anniversary celebration.

The most popular sales when Steve and Nancy Scagnelli first opened Estaben’s at Tlaquepaque was on Saturday mornings, when people would buy the pottery as it came out of the kiln.


“Abe (Miller, the founder/developer) built a kiln out in front so we could do our firing right there,” said Nancy Scagnelli. “He even built places for the artists to live. This village was totally focused on the working artist.”


Only 24 years old, the Scagnellis were one of the first tenants at Tlaquepaque. Recent graduates of Kansas University, they were living in Chicago, but decided they wanted to move west. They were visiting Steve’s parents in Phoenix before moving to Colorado. They saw an article in the Sunday paper about the building of Tlaquepaque, and how Miller was looking for artists to open shops. “We drove up the next day, fell in love with the place, and never made it to Colorado,” Nancy laughed.


Steve was a potter and Nancy had a degree in American Studies. “I would tell any 24-year-old that was opening a shop, with no capital and no business experience, that they are crazy. But that’s what we did.”


Besides Steve’s pottery, they sold antiques and Nancy’s macramé plant hangers. “Steve made all the functional pottery—mugs, bowls, soup terrains, and planters,” she said. “We had ferns hanging everywhere Those were popular in those days. Then he evolved into carved pots, a signature line, more of a piece of art.”


They eventually dropped the antiques and started carrying pottery from other artists. “It starts to dawn on you that if the customer doesn’t like your style of pottery, you’re not going to make a sale,” said Nancy. “You have to branch out.”

Steve retired last year but Nancy said there are no plans to sell the store. “Every morning after I park my car, and I’m walking to work, I think about how lucky I am to have done this for 30 years. Tlaquepaque is a wonderful place to work. It looks better than ever and has kept its charm. The grounds are beautiful. People still ask me all the time if this was an old mission—it has an air to it where you think it was something else at one time. And improvements have been made that have been good, too.”

Tlaquepaque, “The Art and Soul of Sedona for 30 years”, will celebrate its 30-year anniversary June 20-22 with a community cook-out, gallery openings, special store activities and artist demonstrations. CD screensavers with images of Tlaquepaque will be given out with purchases over the weekend, and a new book on the “Spirit, Beauty and Life” of Tlaquepaque, by Hoyt and Tom Johnson, will be launched, with book signings at the Storyteller shop. 
For more information, please contact Tlaquepaque at (928) 282-4838 or www.tlaq.com.
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GOLD DOOR GALLERY CELEBRATES

30 YEARS AT TLAQUEPAQUE

The Red Rock News will be featuring artist/owners who will be recognized in June at Tlaquepaque’s 30th anniversary celebration.

Tom Sawyer remembers the community gatherings Abe Miller (founder and developer) used to put together at Tlaquepaque. The owner of the Gold Door Gallery, Sawyer hopes that atmosphere can be re-created in June when Tlaquepaque, “The Art and Soul of Sedona” celebrates its 30th anniversary with another community barbecue on Saturday, June 21.

“Those were great days,” he said. “It was a good feeling when we all got together. All the artists would participate and we would have a big barbecue. Abe would dig a pit in the back, which would burn for days, building up the coals. When it was ready, everyone would cut and serve. We all participated and it was an open house to the entire town in Sedona. People would come and come. I look forward to repeating it in June.”

Anniversary events will take place the entire weekend, June 20-22, highlighted by a community Fiesta on Saturday evening, June 21. In the tradition started by Miller in the 70s, the community will be invited to the Fiesta for a free outdoor barbecue and entertainment. 


The Gold Door Gallery was originally opened Uptown in 1972 by Calvin Henderson. He opened another shop in Tlaquepaque when it opened, and Sawyer and his wife Virginia bought the Tlaquepaque location. For 10 years, they had The Gold Door (gold jewelry) and The Silver Door (silver jewelry), but combined the two stores in the early 80s.


A gemologist and jewelry designer, Sawyer’s entire family is involved with the business. His son-in-law, Jerry West, is a jewelry designer and his daughter, Jill West, designs necklaces and does a lot of the store management. His wife, Virginia, also does a lot of the jewelry design.


“Abe’s vision was to have an artist center, a unique place,” Sawyer said. “It was a unique, interesting place and it still is. It turned out to be exactly what he hoped it would be. It is a great place.”

“Tlaquepaque has a reputation that brings people here, and so do we,” said Sawyer. “People will always have a reason to buy jewelry. Humans have a tendency to wear nice things. Wherever you have artists, they create nice things. People are going to come here—it is a unique place. It’s just nice to be here. Our customers appreciate that around every corner, there is something different to see.”
Tlaquepaque, “The Art and Soul of Sedona for 30 years”, will celebrate its 30-year anniversary June 20-22 with a community cook-out, gallery openings, special store activities and artist demonstrations. CD screensavers with images of Tlaquepaque will be given out with purchases over the weekend, and a new book on the “Spirit, Beauty and Life” of Tlaquepaque, by Hoyt and Tom Johnson, will be launched, with book signings at the Storyteller shop. 
For more information, please contact Tlaquepaque at (928) 282-4838 or www.tlaq.com.
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NINIBAH FIRST STORE TO OPEN
AT TLAQUEPAQUE IN 1973
The Red Rock News will be featuring artist/owners who will be recognized in June at Tlaquepaque’s 30th anniversary celebration.

Bobbie Livingston and Dee Morris were approached by Abe Miller, the founder/developer of Tlaquepaque, at an art show in Scottsdale. Morris, a well-known jewelry designer, was in business with Livingston in a store in La Posada in Sedona.


“Abe wasn’t even finished building Tlaquepaque yet,” said Livingston, “but he was impressed with our jewelry.”


They opened another store in Tlaquepaque to see “what would happen.” By the end of the first month, Livingston said they had higher sales in Tlaquepaque than they ever had in their other location. 

“Tlaquepaque wasn’t even finished when we moved in. We were the first store there. But we were very pleased with the turn out and the people that showed up. It’s been all uphill for the last 30 years. We have never been tempted to sell,” added Livingston.

Ninibah sells Indian jewelry, baskets and Kachinas which are all handmade by Native Americans. “I’m a native of Arizona and I was raised around Indian jewelry,” said Livingston. “We were friends with the family that owned the Cameron Trading Post. I have quite a love for Indian jewelry. I wanted to share it with other people because I thought it was beautiful.”

In June of 1978, the Livingstons opened HydeOut, a store featuring quality leather from Italy, France and the United States. (Morris was bought out of Ninibah in 1975). Livingston laughed, “Our tax man thought we were crazy because there had been two leather stores in Sedona and both had bellied up. He called it a good write-off. June, when we opened, is a hard month to sell leather. But with that store, we also ran in the black from the first month on.”

Livingston said much of their success is due to the atmosphere of Tlaquepaque. “The architecture and the tranquility make people very comfortable to go there, sit around and it just has a special feeling. It also has quality stores and honest merchants. That makes a big difference.

“We’ve always enjoyed having our stores there. We were approached by others in Sedona and throughout the state, to open stores there, but we always knew if we had businesses it was going to be in Tlaquepaque. It has a quality that was suitable for us. The atmosphere is very friendly and it works great for us having two stores because they visit with each other and it’s like one big family.”

Livingston said they are now the oldest retail store, not only in Tlaquepaque, but in all of Sedona. She said sometimes, Tlaquepaque artists have the reputation of being expensive, “but we charge less than anyone else in town. People come from all over because our prices are so good. We are honest with the customers. We never hike our prices so we never have a sale because we price our jewelry at a fair price. People know that and know what we represent. We give them the real thing and use no imports or imitations.”

She also is eagerly anticipating the return of the community barbecue. In the tradition started by Miller in the 70s, the community will be invited to the Fiesta for a free outdoor barbecue and entertainment on Saturday, June 21. Her husband even lost his wedding ring helping Miller dig the pit one year.  “People would come from Jerome, Cottonwood, Camp Verde, everywhere,” she said. “Abe would carve the beef and we (the store owners and artists) would help dish up the pinto beans, we were the hosts and hostesses. It was a close knit group.”

Tlaquepaque, “The Art and Soul of Sedona for 30 years”, will celebrate its 30-year anniversary June 20-22 with a community cook-out, gallery openings, special store activities and artist demonstrations. CD screensavers with images of Tlaquepaque will be given out with purchases over the weekend, and a new book on the “Spirit, Beauty and Life” of Tlaquepaque, by Hoyt and Tom Johnson, will be launched, with book signings at the Storyteller shop. 
For more information, please contact Tlaquepaque at (928) 282-4838 or www.tlaq.com.
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EL RINCON REPRESENTS THE BEST OF MEXICAN FOOD
AT TLAQUEPAQUE

The Red Rock News will be featuring artist/owners who will be recognized in June at Tlaquepaque’s 30th anniversary celebration.

An Italian café was the first restaurant to open in Tlaquepaque, which just didn’t seem right at the time. Developer Abe Miller, who built the arts and crafts village with a combination of Old World and Mexican architecture, approached Gloria Morrow and her children, Candyce Binzley, Demetri Wagner and Cindy Means, in 1976 with the idea of opening a Mexican restaurant.


“We were the beneficiaries of Abe’s support and enthusiastic encouragement,” said Wagner. “It was his idea that the restaurant should be Mexican, which seems obvious.”


While Tlaquepaque means “the best of everything,” El Rincon’s name means “the corner.” Thus, the original name of the restaurant was Rincon del Tlaquepaque Restaurante Mexicano. Today it is just lovingly known as El Rincon, the “corner of the best of everything,” and it is strategically located in one corner of the village’s main courtyard.

El Rincon will bring back its special Blue Margarita Magnifica at $4 each during Tlaquepaque’s 30th anniversary festivities the weekend of June 20-22. “The Art and Soul of Sedona for 30 years”, Tlaquepaque opened in 1973 and is the home to more than 40 shops and galleries and four restaurants, visited by more than one million tourists each year.

Binzley, who calls her mother the “Rock of Gibraltar” said “Mom was our original chef and she had never stuffed a taco in her life before we opened. But throughout this entire venture, she has been the core of our strength.” El Rincon also has a Native American influence, by blending traditional Mexican with Navajo recipes. “Mother created what is called ‘Arizona-style, Mexican food’,” said Wagner. “The entrees we prepare from these combined recipes are very appealing because they do not feature the hot taste that scares so many people.”

And they have kept it a family restaurant. Binzley and Means share the responsibilities of general manager at El Rincon and Means’ husband has been the chef at El Rincon for almost 20 years. Wagner and Binzley’s husband, Russ, can be found most often at their other restaurant in West Sedona, Casa Rincon.

Tlaquepaque, “The Art and Soul of Sedona for 30 years”, will celebrate its 30-year anniversary June 20-22 with a community cook-out, gallery openings, special store activities and artist demonstrations. CD screensavers with images of Tlaquepaque will be given out with purchases over the weekend, and a new book on the “Spirit, Beauty and Life” of Tlaquepaque, by Hoyt and Tom Johnson, will be launched, with book signings at the Storyteller shop. The celebration will be highlighted by a community Fiesta on Saturday evening, June 21. 

For more information, please contact Tlaquepaque at (928) 282-4838 or www.tlaq.com.
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EL PRADO GALLERIES PART OF HISTORY 
AT TLAQUEPAQUE

The Red Rock News will be featuring artist/owners who will be recognized in June at Tlaquepaque’s 30th anniversary celebration.

Don and Elyse Pierson were vacationing in Sedona in 1976 when they bought a painting at El Prado Gallery in Tlaquepaque. Within an hour of that purchase, they learned that the gallery was for sale and made an offer. The Piersons and their galleries, at one point they owned four in Tlaquepaque, have been fixtures in Sedona’s art scene ever since the launch of their new life in Sedona.

Tlaquepaque “The Art and Soul of Sedona for 30 years”, will celebrate its 30-year anniversary June 20-22 with a community cook-out, gallery openings, special store activities and artist demonstrations. Visited by more than one million tourists each year, Tlaquepaque is the home to more than 40 shops and galleries and four restaurants.

The Southern California couple had looked for a gallery to buy in California for 10 years “but we couldn’t find anything special enough for what I wanted to do,” Pierson said. Don was an aspiring painter and had an impressive background in journalism, art, marketing and sales training.  Elyse (now deceased) worked in the movie industry. The purchase of El Prado was not a tough business decision. “I knew Sedona is a rare spot,” he said. “And Tlaquepaque is a rare jewel. The morning I walked in here I could feel that this was a special place. The presence of Abe Miller (founder and developer of Tlaquepaque) was there.”

The Piersons originally were told they would have to sell cowboy art to be successful. “I wanted to establish my own image,” he said, “and create my own direction.” They found their niche at Tlaquepaque. They focused on emerging artists and Don conducted workshops to teach artists how to market themselves.

 “This was a dream come true for me,” Pierson said. “Abe had the foresight to see how special this place was. He built it with care, love and a vision that is still evident today. It’s sad that other things in town can’t touch the quality of Tlaquepaque. I knew this was an opportunity that would never come along again. It could never be greater than this.”

Pierson said they worked hard in the first years, working every day without a break for at least seven years and “we loved every minute of it. We weren’t just working for ourselves. We were working for Abe’s vision, to make sure Tlaquepaque was what Abe envisioned it to be. He built this with the idea that people could come in and build their own dreams. And that’s what happened for us.”

The El Prado Gallery now has an international reputation. Besides the galleries in Tlaquepaque, they owned prominent art centers in Scottsdale and Santa Fe. The Piersons also owned framing, shipping and commercial art companies. Today, Pierson focuses his time and attention only on the original El Prado.  

Besides the painting and sculptures inside the gallery, El Prado is also known for its garden, or “adult playground” as Pierson refers to it. It features R.C. Albin’s granite furniture, bronze and stainless-steel sculptures and Lyman Whitaker’s wind sculptures.

Soon, El Prado may be selling paintings by a “new” artist. “I’m back to my watercolors,” he said. “Tlaquepaque gave me my business, but it gave me my art back, too.”
On Saturday, June 21, El Prado Gallery will features Sedona Chamber Music,  demonstration painting by 28-year El Prado Artist, Keith Lindberg, a wine and cheese tasting; and a drawing for a $250 framed etching by Marius Liugalia.  

CD screensavers with images of Tlaquepaque will be given out with purchases over the anniversary weekend, while supplies last, and a new book on the “Spirit, Beauty and Life” of Tlaquepaque, by Hoyt and Tom Johnson, will be launched, with book signings at the Storyteller shop. The celebration will be highlighted by a community Fiesta on Saturday evening, June 21. 

For more information, please contact Tlaquepaque at (928) 282-4838 or www.tlaq.com.
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Geoffrey Roth Ltd Features Artists From Around The World
at TLAQUEPAQUE

The Red Rock News will be featuring artist/owners who will be recognized in June at Tlaquepaque’s 30th anniversary celebration.

Geoffrey Roth knew Sedona well before he moved here in 1972. He had spent summers at his grandmother’s Crescent Moon Ranch at Red Rock Crossing. “I got out of the service and came over to spend a few quiet weeks at the ranch and the day after I drove here from California, I drove back and got my stuff and moved here,” said Roth. “It was an impulse decision.”


Geoffrey Roth Ltd was one of the first stores to open in Tlaquepaque. “I always had this concept of doing a gallery of fine American hand-crafted work,” he said. “I knew it didn’t have to be Native American or Southwest oriented. I had grown up in the Northeast so I wanted to do something different.”


Today, Roth sells jewelry and other work from artists throughout the United States and Europe. Although he began the store by just featuring his own work. “The store gave me the venue to sell my own pieces,” he said. “It also gave me the interaction with the public and the impetus to work, as I had to pay the rent! There’s an excitement that’s created when you create something and you’re in the shop selling it, and the people have nice comments about your work and they buy it as well.”

Tlaquepaque “The Art and Soul of Sedona for 30 years”, will celebrate its 30-year anniversary June 21-22 with gallery openings, special store activities and artist demonstrations. Visited by more than one million tourists each year, Tlaquepaque is the home to more than 40 shops and galleries and four restaurants. Bronze artist Kim Kori will be sculpting her newest pre-cast piece and premiering her latest sculpture at the Geoffrey Roth Gallery during the celebration weekend.

“My store might have worked somewhere else, but Tlaquepaque is a special place,” said Roth. “Abe (Miller, developer of Tlaquepaque) made it that way and Wendy (Lippman, current owner) has carried that on. It just wouldn’t be the same having a gallery in just another contemporary complex. The heart and soul that was put into, and is Tlaquepaque, makes it not only a creative place to be, but a special place for visitors to come to and remember. They feel Tlaquepaque, they remember it, and they come back.”
Events will take place throughout the weekend. The Ballet Folklorico dance group will perform in Plaza la Fuente on Saturday, June 21, at 1 and 4 p.m. Latin jazz violin virtuoso Quetzal Guerrero will provide entertainment on June 21 from 4 to 7:30 p.m. Resident artist, Patrick Ki, who combines the beautiful sounds of Hawaii and jazz for his signature sound on the slack key guitar, will play throughout the weekend. A Fashion Show, “What’s Old Is New Again,” will be held on Saturday, June 21, at 3 p.m. in Patio del Norte. 

CD screensavers with images of Tlaquepaque will be given out with purchases over the anniversary weekend, while supplies last, and a new book on the “Spirit, Beauty and Life” of Tlaquepaque, by Hoyt and Tom Johnson, will be launched, with book signings at the Storyteller shop. 

For more information, please contact Tlaquepaque at (928) 282-4838 or www.tlaq.com.
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Rene’s a Favorite for 25 years
at TLAQUEPAQUE

The Red Rock News will be featuring artist/owners who will be recognized in June at Tlaquepaque’s 30th anniversary celebration.

Chef Walter Paulsen knew he wanted to own his own restaurant some day, but never imagined it would be one like Rene’s in Tlaquepaque. “I had a more casual restaurant in mind,” the former L’Auberge chef said. “But to have such a fine restaurant, and in Tlaquepaque, was an opportunity we couldn’t pass up.”


Rene’s opened in Tlaquepaque in 1978 and Paulsen, with his partner Deborah Leatherwood, are its third set of owners. Rene’s will be part of the 30-year anniversary celebration at Tlaquepaque on June 21-22.

Tlaquepaque will celebrate its 30-year anniversary June 21-22 with gallery openings, special store activities and artist demonstrations. Visited by more than one million tourists each year, Tlaquepaque, “The Art and Soul of Sedona for 30 years”,  is the home to more than 40 shops and galleries and four restaurants. The weekend highlights will include a fashion show, gallery openings, special store activities, artist demonstrations, dance and music.

“We have tourists that come back every year,” Paulsen said, “but we’re really excited that we now have a good local following.”

Leatherwood started working at Rene’s in 1991 and Paulsen joined her in 1993. “We met at L’Auberge but have worked together ever since,” he said.

Paulsen said besides the food being traditional, consistent and high quality, he thinks being located in Tlaquepaque is a big part of the draw for Rene’s. “We’re close to the highway, yet secluded. Once you get into the courtyards of Tlaquepaque, you’ve entered a different world. It’s a festive atmosphere, but it’s like you’ve gone back to a simpler place in time.”

Events will take place throughout the weekend. The Ballet Folklorico dance group will perform in Plaza la Fuente on Saturday, June 21, at 1 and 4 p.m. Latin jazz violin virtuoso Quetzal Guerrero will provide entertainment on June 21 from 2:30-5:30 p.m. Resident artist, Patrick Ki, who combines the beautiful sounds of Hawaii and jazz for his signature sound on the slack key guitar, will play throughout the weekend. A Fashion Show, “What’s Old Is New Again,” will be held on Saturday, June 21, at 6 p.m. in Patio del Norte. 

CD screensavers with images of Tlaquepaque will be given out with purchases over the anniversary weekend, while supplies last, and a new book, “Tlaquepaque: Spirit, Beauty and Life” by Hoyt and Tom Johnson, will be launched, with book signings at the Storyteller shop. 

For more information, please contact Tlaquepaque at (928) 282-4838 or www.tlaq.com.





###

