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Tlaquepaque Saves Prominent Mural as Retail Space is Expanded
Tlaquepaque, Sedona's arts and crafts village, successfully re-located  the prominent Mexican marketplace mural that has been enjoyed at Tlaquepaque by many visitors during its more than 30-year history. Tlaquepaque is currently in the process of constructing a new retail building which will wrap around the west and north end of Patio del Norte, which were enclosed by covered patios protecting the colorful hand painted mural.

Michael Rabasca Consulting and General Contracting, Inc. oversaw the successful removal of the complete mural.  The mural was protected with wood and plastic during the complicated but seamless relocation process.

"To move the 14,000 pound mural, we had to first saw cut around the entire mural," says Rabasca. "We installed lift hooks, grouted them in place and let it sit. We then picked the mural up with the crane and were able to move it, keeping it totally intact."

With the mural safely out of the development area, construction on the new space is in progress. The new building will extend from Patio del Norte on the north and west. Careful consideration was taken in the design to change the character of the famous fountain plaza known for the gorgeous landscaped planters as little as possible. The 6000 square foot building will create approximately two or three additional locations at Tlaquepaque. 

A terraced pedestrian roof deck will be built on the second floor of the new building.  The roof deck will provide fantastic views of the fountain plaza below, as well as Sedona's surrounding red rocks. 

The newly constructed terrace, which will encompass most of the roof and have stairways on either end as well as an elevator, will provide additional room for the many festivals and public events held at Tlaquepaque. The roof terrace also will provide a unique space that will be available to rent for private parties, special outings, and wedding receptions. 

"The building was designed to create something that is a better fit for Patio del Norte," says Wendy Lippman, owner and managing partner of Tlaquepaque. "In the end, the building will feel like it completes the space rather than being an addition to it."

Rather than the current small entrances into the plaza, the new building will create a distinguished entry near the center. This design will align with the existing fountain in the courtyard.  However, to honor the history and architecture of Tlaquepaque, the small entrances will be preserved with the addition of the dramatic entry, and will continue the Tlaquepaque tradition of aligning openings with fountains.  

The Art and Soul of Sedona, Tlaquepaque is the home to more than 40 shops and galleries and four restaurants, visited by more than one million tourists each year.  For more information, please contact Tlaquepaque at (928) 282-4838 or www.tlaq.
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